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The Beaver Brook Reservation is a 59-acre pub-
lic park under the care and control of the Mas-
sachusetts Department of Conservation and 
Recreation. The reservation spans the border of 
Belmont and Waltham, and is divided into north 
and south sides by Trapelo Road. Not only was 
the reservation the fi rst park established by the 
Metropolitan Park Commission (now the Massa-
chusetts Department of Conservation and Recre-
ation), it was the reason the park commission was 
founded. The public’s appreciation of the beauty 
and natural aspects of the park sparked a move-
ment to save the land from encroaching develop-

Marie Daly
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Tuesday, March 9, 2021
7:00 pm via Zoom

A Link Will Be Sent

The Waltham Historical Society
In collaboration with

The Belmont Historical Society presents



History of Beaver Brook Reservation, Belmont and Waltham, Massachusetts

Ballou’s Pictorial, 1859

ment and for public enjoyment. The history 
of the park spans thousands of years from 
pre-contact settlements of indigenous peo-
ple, to colonial water-powered industries, 
and to the landmark preservation initiative 
of the late nineteenth century. The lecture 
will describe the natural features of the park; 
outline the history of its land use; and re-
view the ground-breaking efforts to save its 
beloved features.  
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Forest journal.



Tune us in! We now have a 
YouTube Channel!

That’s right! Since we started holding and recording our 
Edmund L. Sanderson Lecture Series talks using Zoom, 
we’re now able to make them available to watch again. The 
live presentations—a benefi t of Membership in the Histori-
cal Society—allow attendees the opportunity for questions 
and answers of the speakers.

Currently on-line are the July 
2020 lecture by Matthew Ahern, 
Reverend Ripley’s Prophesy: Sam-
uel Ripley, His Son Ezra, and the 
Fight for Abolition. The lecture 
was well received and has been 
viewed many times on YouTube. 
We appreciate the permission 
given by our speakers and look 
forward to making more avail-
able as we move forward.

Another lecture available is Mr. John Morrison’s talk on 
Survival: 1630-1635 in collaboration with the Partnerships 
of the Historic Bostons. This lecture explained the earliest 
days of the Puritan arrival, the establishment of a settlement 
at what is now Watertown, and the role of John Oldham in 
Waltham’s history.

Welcome to The Waltham Historical Society!

The Nelson Companies has recently joined the Historical 
Society at the Corporate Level. Long a strong supporter of 
Waltham’s history, Doug Waybright, President of the Nelson 
Companies is assisting us in sharing more about Mr. Arthur 
Nelson. Mr. Nelson ceaselessly promoted the signifi cance of 
innovation as a hallmark of Waltham’s history.

February’s lecture by Marie Daly, Everyday Life in 1913 
Waltham should be on-line by the time you receive this 
notice. Marie’s talks are always informative and interest-
ing and Everyday Life was no different. The talk was origi-
nally created as part of the Waltham Historical Society’s 
celebration of its 100th Anniversary in 2013. It is as rel-
evant today as it was in 2013. Since its fi rst presentation, 
Marie conducted more research and has added to the 
original with more information and images.

It is our plan to create video 
presentations of our exhibits, 
giving those living at a distance 
the opportunity to see what we’re 
creating here in Waltham.

Use the QR code on the right 
and visit our channel and view our 
growing Library of offerings.

Help the Waltham Historical Society & the Environment

Every time you purchase a

GIVE BACK WHERE IT COUNTS
Star Market Bag during the Month of March
The Waltham Historical Society will receive $1

NOMINATIONS FOR OFFICERS TO SERVE
FOR THE 2021-23 TERM WILL CLOSE AT OUR 

MARCH 9, 2021 MEETING

ELECTIONS WILL BE HELD AT OUR MAY MEETING



The Society newsletter is funded in part by a 
grant from the Waltham Cultural Council. 

Thank you for your support!

Recent Donations

Some recent donations to the 
Society have included an ac-
count book of the Parmenter and 
White company. With entries 
beginning in 1836 and running 
through 1875 the entries show 
a consistent growth in business 
over the years. We are grateful 
to Heather Goodman for pre-
serving this book and for donat-
ing it to the Society.

From the donation 
by the family of 

James A. True 
is a menu from 

Howard Johnson’s 
restaurant at the 

corner of Main and 
Warren Streets.

And Suzanne Whitcomb Hayes donated a 
few more items that included a 19th century 

wicker baby carriage from Warren 
Whitcomb’s childhood. This carriage 
is in superb condition and gives a real 
sense of the importance placed upon 
conveying infants in the 1800s.


